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Joe Turow, University of Pennsylvania (215) 898-7041

Federal Communications Commission Jeff Chester, Center for Digital Democracy (202) 452-9898

Office of the Secretary 62,9’) 7

Nearly 300 Leading Academics Decry FCC
Methodology for Lifting Ownership Safeguards

Press Advisory

Demand Commission Release Proposal Prior to Adopting Final Changes

285 leading academics asked the Federal Communications Commission to disclose its
plans for a rulemaking ‘index’ and other quantitative measures prior to a vote that could
radically change decades-old media ownership rules. FCC Chairman Michael Powell has
said he wants to ¢all a vote on June 2nd, but the Commission has not released any
details on the rulemaking measures. The FCC is expected to approve a number of new
ruies, which ostensibly reflect the ocutcome of its own sponsored research and other data.
Measures that are being challenged even by an author of the FCC-commissioned
research. On April 28", Queens College Professor Mara Einstein wrote:

“The FCC has taken a step in the wrong direction in trying to use strictly quantitative
measures in assessing the needs for media-ownership caps.... The FCC says it will decide
by June 2. That's simply too soon, given the lack of broad public debate.”

Respected academics from across the nation add their voices to those of consumer
groups, artists, religious organizations and public officials concerned that the FCC is
moving too quickly and without legitimate scholarship on the crucial rulemaking. The
letter states: "We have grave doubts that any single measure can effectively analyze the
complexities of the media marketpiace in terms of its impact on journalism, citizen
access to information, and competition.” It stresses that any ‘universal’ quantitative
approach to determining media policy is bound to be imprecise, and emphasizes the need
to release any proposed quantitative and qualitative measures so that they can be fairly
evaluated by experts in communications, economics and social science,

Professor Robert McChesney of the University of Illinois, who has filed comments
previously on the proposed changes said: ,

“The existing media rules were created to guarantee the citizens their basic rights to 2
diverse and independent media. Chairman Powell seems focused solely on the impact of
media rules on the advertising marketplace, not the marketplace of ideas. Regardless of
the index or rule Mr. Powell chooses, hundreds of leading scholars justifiably believe that
any proposal should be first released for scholarly review and comment.”

The letter follows a ietter to FCC Chairman Powell from a majority of the Senate
Commerce Committee members expressing disappointment that such changes would
occur “without any opportunity for the Congress or the public to review them
beforehand.”

The FCC is poised to eliminate several ownership restrictions. One of those restrictions

prevents common ownership of newspaper and television or radio stations in a single
geographical market. In the aftermath of the proposed changes, a wave of massive
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media consoclidation is expected; at local levels it is wholly possible one firm could
acquire the vast majority of media outlets inciuding daily newspapers, TV stations, radic
stations, and cable TV systems. Radio, which had its ownership rules relaxed in 1996, is
now dominated by ten parent companies nationwide: Clear Channel and Viacom alone
control 42% of listeners and 45% of industry revenues.

Academics signing the letter are from institutions that include Stanford University,
Harvard University, Yale University, University of Pennsylvania, New York University,

Brandeis University, Texas A & M, Unjversity of Michigan, Boston College, and
international universities.
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May 1, 2003

‘The Honorabte Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

The FCC will soon make a critical decision on media ownership policy that could affect the
future course of our democracy. At stake, as you know, are the rules and policies govemning U.S.
media ownership of the nation's radio and tclevision broadcasters, 'V networks, and
newspapers. You and your colieagues are well aware of the important role these media outlets
play i providing the public with a diverse array of local and national information and analysis.

According to reports, the Commission is developing a "diversity index” that will serve as a form
of universal measurement on media ownership. Such a measure, we understand, will be used to
analyze individual media markets in order to determine whether cross-ownership limits should
be eliminated, moditied, or maintained. Press reports also suggest that some of the specific rules
under review may be subject to new policies as well.

We have grave doubts that any singlc mcasure can effectively analyze the complexities of the
media marketplace, in terms of its impact on journalism, citizen access to information, and
competition. Such quantitative-let alone qualitative-methodological measures attempting to
serve as holistic approaches are likely to be very imprecise.

As leading scholars in the field of social science and mass communications, we urge you (o
releasc to the public any proposed such measures in advance of their enactment. There must be
serious scholarly and public debate about the efficacy of any proposed new measure on media
ownership. Indeed, we look forward to cxamining and commenting on any proposal, so that the
scholarly community can help make the most informcd Commission decision possible on this
important issue.

We are sure you, as we, bhelieve that informed debate and discourse on the analytical
underpinnings of what the FCC may proposc can only further your goal of developing an
approach to media policy regulation that is supported by sound scholarship.

Sincerely,

Ce.
Senator McCain
Senator Hollings
Representative Tauzin
Represcntative Dingell
FCC Commissioner Abernathy
FCC Commissioner Adelstein
FCC Commissioner Copps
FCC Commissioner Martin
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Associate Professor & Director of Mcdia Arts and
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Department of Communication,

Wayne State University, Detroit, Ml
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Associate Professor
University of Colorade

Mary Chianta Canoneri, Ph.D.

Adjunct Professor, History, Women Studies
Mesa Community College

Mcsa. Arizona

Elizabeth L Carroll, Assistant Professor
Appalachian State University
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New York University
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Prolessor
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Professor of Film Studies

Direcior, Center for Fitm, Television, and New Media
Department of [ilm Studies

University of California

Santa Barbara, CA 93106

Michael Perelman
Prof of Leon.,

Califormia State University, Chico

Andrew Perrin, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Sociology
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
{919) 362-6876

Joseph G. Peschek

Professor and Chair
Department of Political Science
1536 Hewitt Avenue

Hamline University

St, Paul, MN 55104

Christopher Phelps

Aswistant Profossor

Deparment of History

Ohio Siate University, Mansfield Campus
Mansticld, Ohic 44906

(419) 755 4380

Peter Phillips Ph.D.

Souciology Depurtment/Project Censored
Sonoma State University

1801 Kast Cotatl Ave.

Rohnert Park, CA 94928

707-664-2588

BENJAMIN C. PIERCF, Professor and graduate group
chair

Dept. of Computer & Information Science

Universily of Pennsylvania

Jan Nederveen Pieterse

Professor of Sociology

Liniversity of llingis of Urhana-Champaign
326 Liocoln Hall, MC-454

Urbana, 11, 61807
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Susanng Hornig Priest, Ph.D.

Associate Profcssor and Graduate Advisor
Dept. of Journalism - M5 4111

Texas A&M University

College Staiion TX 778434111

Kyle D). Pruett, M.D.
Clinical Professor of Child Psychiatry and Nursing
Yule University School of Mcdicine

Dr. Kirsten Pullen

Special Lecturer

Department of Ypeech Communication
213D Cddy

Colorado Stare University
970.491.7898

Patricia Radin, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Department of Communication
California State Universily-Hayward

Carrie Rentschler
Dept. of Communication
Visiting Lecturer
Universily of Piasburgh

Amy Reynolds, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

1U School of Journalism
112 Emie Pyle Hall
Bloomington, IN 47405

Joette Rockow,

Lecturer. Journalism and Mass Communications
Lniversity of Wisconsin - Milwaukee

Prof. Rick Rockwell
American University

Clemencia Rodriguez
Associate Professor
Department of Communication
University of Oklahoma

610 Elm Avenue

Norman OK 73019 1JSA

Wilma Romatz

Dept. of Humanities
Mott Community College
Flint, M| 48503

Jeffrey M. Ross

Dale Kunkel, Ph.13, Professor of Communication,
UC Santa Barbara

Michacl Rothberg
Associate Professor of Enalish
University of Illinois, Urbana-Chumpaign

TO: 912024182801 P:13716

Llli P. Lester Ruushanzamir, Associate Professor
Cirady College of Journalism & Mass Communication
Univ, of Georgia -- Athens GA USA 30602

Charles T. Salmon

Senior Associate Desn

College of Communication Arts and Sciences
Michigan Stare Universily

Eust | ansing, M1 43824-1212

Kenneth J. Saltman
Assistant Professor
DebPaul University

Jessica Sandford
143 Academy St.
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Christian Sandvig
Asst Professor of Speech Communication
University of lllinoiy at Urbana-Champaign

Simona Sawhney

Assistant Professor, Comparative Literature, University
of illinois,

Urbana-Champaign

Sarah Sayced
Assistant Professor
Baruch College

Stuart Schaar

Professor

3ept. of History
Brooklyn College, CUNY

Willic Schatz

Professor

Protessional Writing Program
University of Maryland

Dan Schitler

Professor of Communications, Library & Information
Science,

University of Tllinois at Urbana-Champaign

Lrica Schmus
University of Wisconsin-Milwaunkes

Ingalisa Schrobsdorff

New York University

Dircetor

FAS Summer and Study Abroad
726 Broadway, Rm. 607

Mail Code 1560

New York, NY 10003

Sam Schrager
Member of the Faculty (Folklore), The Evergreen State
College
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Douglas Schuler, The Evergreen State College

Dr, Ted Schwalbe
Professor, Department of Communication
SUNY College at Fredonia

Beverly Seckinger
Associate Professor
Media Arts
University of Arizona

DeNel Rehberg Sedo

Assistant Professor

Mount Saint Vincent University
Hglifax, NS, Canada

Raymond Scidclman, Professor of Political Science,

Surah Liwrence

College, Bronxvilie, NY 10708

Dr. Gregory J. Seigworth,
Associate Professor, Millersville University of
Pennsylvania

Barry Shank
Associate Professor
Comparative Studies
Ohio State University

Dr. Lauren E. Shaw

Assistant Prolessor of Hispanic Studies
Mount Saint Mary College

Newburgh, NY 12550

Nancy Signorielli
Professor of Communication
University of Delaware

David Silver

Assistant Professor
Communication
University of Washington

Char Simons

Adjuncrt Faculty, Jownalism and Middle East Studies

The Evergreen $Stawe Coliege

Jerome L. Singer, Ph.D.
Professor of Psychology
Department of Psychology
Yale University

PQ BOX 208205

New llaven, CT 06520-8205

Robert Skiar,
Professor of Cinema Studies
New York University

JefT Sluyter-Belirao

T0: 312024182801

Prisfussor of Politiex
Whitman College
Walia Walla, WA 99362

Barbara Smith
Nireetor of the Center for Rescarch on Women and
Professor of Sociology at the University of Memphis

Gireg M. Smith

Graduate Director

Moving Image Studics Program
Film/Video/Digitat imaging Program
Department of Communication
Georgia State University

1050 One Park Place

Atlanta, GA 30303

Voncile M. Sinith, Professor
Department of Communication
Florida Atlantic Universiity
RBoca Raton, Florids 33431

Nancy Snow, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Department of Communications
Califtymia State University, Fullerton

Nancy Snow, Ph.D,

Asxistant Professor

Department of Communication
California State University, l'ullerton

Barry Snyder

Chair, Deparmment of Cinema Studies and Film
Production

Burlington College

95 North Avenue

Burlington, VT 03401

V: 802.862-95616

F: 802.846.3077

Maithew Soar, PhD

P:14-16

Visiting Assistant Professor of Video and Media Studies

School of Humanities, Arts and Cultural Studies
Hampshire College
Amherst MA 01002

Carol A. Stabile
Director, Woinen's Studies
Associate Professor. Media Studies

James H. Stam, Millicent Fenwick Prolessor of
Education and Public

Issues (retired),

Monmouth University

Clifford 1. Staples
Professor. Dept. of Sociology, Universily of North
Dakota
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Jonathan Steme, Assistant Professor,
Department of Communication,
Universiry of Pittsburgh

Prof. Michelle Stewart
Asst, Prof. of Cinemna Studies
SUNY -Purchasc College

Inger L. Stole

Assistant Professor

Departiment of Advertising,

University of llinois at Urbana-Champaign

Vic Strasburger, M.D.
Professor of Pediatrics
Univ. ol New Mexico School of Miedicine

Thomas Streeter

Sociolopy

University of Vermom

31 Su, Prospeet 8L
Burlington, VT 05405-0176

Jack Stuart
Prof. of History, Emeritus
California State University, Long Beach

Federico Subervi, Ph .

Prolessor

Department of Conumunication Studies
Pacc University, | Pace Plaza

New York, NY 10038

Cicrry Sussrman

Professor

School of Urban Studies & Planning
Portland State University

Portland, OR 97207

Adam Sutcliffe

Assistant Professor

Europcan Jewish History

University of Ulinois at Urbana-Champaign
309 Gregory l1ali

810 S, Wright Sweet

Urbana, (L 61801

Dr. Imre Szeman

Director, Institure on Globalization and the Human
Condition

McMaster University

1280 Main Street W., Hamilton, Ontario, Canada L8S
41.9

Dr, Jo Tavener
Formerly Adjunct Professor of Media
Chatham Coliege

James F. Tracy, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

70:312024182881

Pepartment of Communication
Florida Atlantic University
777 Glades Road

Boca Raton, FI, 33431
561-297-6265

Joseph Turow

Roben Lewis Shayon Protessor of Communication
Annenberg School For Communication

University of Pennsylvania

3620 Walnut Street

Philadeiphia, PA 19104

215898 5842

Walter Ungerer

Art Professor
University of Vermont
Burlington, VT 05405

Ellen Willis.
Professor of Journalism
New York Universily

Patrick Vargas,

University of [llinois at Urbana-Champaign
Assistant Professor

Advertising. and Psychology

Assistant Research Professor

Institute of Commmunications Research

Christopher A. Vaughan
Assistant Professor
Journalism and Media Studies
Rutgers University

Maurkus Vink,
Deparunent of History, SUNY-Fredonia

Dr. Lise Vogel

Professor of Sociology
Rider University

2083 Lawrenceville Road
Lawrencevilic, NI 08648

Victor Wallis

Associate Professor,

Dept., oF Gengra! Kducation,
Berklee College of Music

Janet Wasko

P:i5716

Professor and Knight Chair for Communication Research

University of Oregon

Lisa M. Weidman, Ph.1).
Independent Scholar of Muss Communications

Richard Wesley

Associate Chair of the Dept. of Dramatic Writing
Tisch School a1 New York University

Councit Member, Wrilers Guild of America, Cast
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Coralee Whitcomb, Senior Lecturer,
Computer Information Sysiems,
Bentley College, Waltham, MA

Bruce A. Williams

Research Professor

Institute of Communications Research
University of [llinois at Urbana-Champaign
Urbana, (1. 61801

Rob Williams
Adjunct Professor,
Arts and Sciences. Champlain Collage

Wenmouth Williams, Jjr.
Professor
(thaca College

Paula Willoguet-Maricondi, PhD
Assistant Professor of Media Arts
School of Communication & the Arts
Marist College

Poughkeepsie NY 12601

(845) 575-3000) cxt 6045

Jim Wittebols
Professor of Communication Studies
Niagara University

Kristopher K. Woofter
Instructor of Cincma Studies
Burlington College, Burlington, VT

David Wright
University of 1llinois, Champaign-Urbana

Marilyn B. Young

Professor, Department of [ listory

Director, International Cenrter for Advanced Studies
Pruject on the Cold War as Global Conflict



